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INTRODUCTION. 


ERHAPS it is only fair to the 
r writer that he should say why 
he has added to the long list of books 
which have been written upon this 
subject. 


It came about in this fashion. A 
minister of the Gospel, a native of the 
East, wrote to me, asking that I should 
give in our little paper, ‘‘ Joyful News,” 
a series of articles upon Perfection : for, 
said he, ‘‘we foreigners who have 
begun to speak your language find 
that we can understand your English.” 
I was greatly touched by this appeal 
from a man of another race, and I 
could not but yield to his request. 


Since the articles appeared, I have 
received many letters thanking me for 
them, and suggesting that we should 
publish them in a more permanent 
form. Accordingly this little volume 
has been prepared, and we send it forth 
with the prayer that it may help those 
who read it to go on to Perfection. 


ROCHDALE, 1897. 
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WHAT IS 
MEANT BY . 
PERFECTION? 





PLAIN TALKS 
ON 
PERFECTION. 





What is meant by Perfection ? 





HE other day there came a request 
from one of our Native mission- 
aries asking that I should write on this 
subject. It had not occurred to me - 
before that it would be proper for me to 
do so, yet I suppose every good man 
has his own way of looking at religious 
subjects, and his own way of putting his 
views before others, and that therefore it 
may be wise and right for me to do so. 
First of all, it will be proper to define 
terms, or, in other words, say what we 
mean by perfection. I take it that in 
religious matters we mean very much 
the same as we do in other things. When 
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we talk of perfection, we don’t mean that 
it is something ordinary, or just equal to 
the average, we mean the best thing 
possible. For instance, here is a photo- 
graph of Mr. Joseph Chamberlain, of 
which we say, 
IT IS A PERFECT LIKENESS. 

What do we mean? That we know it is 
not Lord Salisbury or Mr. Gladstone? 
We mean a great deal more than that ; 
we mean that anyone who had ever seen 
the gentleman we have named would say 
at once: That is Mr. Chamberlain. 

It is more than likely, if we had his 
face to compare with the photograph, we 
could find some fault with it. There 
would be some feature not quite re- 
sembling the original. At the same time 
we should not call back our words ; we 
should still say that it was perfect, and 
all the more so if we were shown other 
photographs of Mr. Chamberlain which 
were not so good. 

In like manner every Christian ought 
to be like Jesus. A great many of us are 
not so, yet no one would say we are not 
Christians, but the resemblance between 
ourselves and our Lord is not as marked 
as it ought to be. We are average 
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people, but not perfect. What is needed 
is a Christianity that is Christlike. We 
all feel that if the Church of Jesus was a 
perfect likeness of Him, the world would 
do one of two things—follow us, or slay 
us as it did Him. What is needed, 
though, is this Christian perfection. 

To use another illustration, a watch is 
said to be a perfect timekeeper. What 
is meant? Does anyone mean to say 
that we can correct the sun or measure 
the accuracy of eclipses by the watch? 
No, but it is so much above the average 
of timekeepers that the man who has it in 
his pocket, whatever the church clock 
says, or though other folks are hastening 
to the station, knows he has plenty of 
time; he has such confidence in the 
perfect timekeeper he calls ‘‘ My watch ” 
that he is not flurried or excited by the 
fear of not catching the train. 

Such watches are not in every man’s 
power to obtain; they cost too much. 
There are watches to be bought for a few 
shillings ; we must not name them be- 
cause that would be libellous, but our 
readers will perhaps know what we mean. 
They are very excellent considering the 
price they cost, but no one speaks of 
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them as perfect. They are very much 
better than nothing ; they are most con- 
venient, but not perfect. And in this 
they resemble a great many good people 
who are a long way from perfection. 

Perhaps it is a question of cost with 
the Christian just as much as with the 
watch. To become like Jesus, we must 
not only be free from swearing, drunken- 
ness, lying, and uncleanness, but we 
must be meek and lowly, unselfish, and 
on the look-out for a chance of helping 
others. This costs money and time, as 
well as labour. It means crossing one’s 
own inclination. It may mean the envy 
or derision of others, not only worldlings, 
but Christians also! 

Let me ask you, reader, Do you wish 
to be perfect? You never will be if you 
are not prepared to pay the cost. Listen |_ 
to what the Master says, ‘‘/f any man 
will come after Me, let him deny himself, |. 
and take up his cross daily and fol. 
Me” (Luke ix. 23). 
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Perfection Desirable. 





O one objects to having his childegs 
perfect. We like to know that 
our little ones are not defective ; that they 
have the use of all their faculties—hear- 
ing, sight—no lameness nor physical 
defect. It is a child, we say, only a 
child, but with as many limbs and senses 
as its father. How grieved we should be 
to have a child defective; for instance, 
blind. We should think of that little 
fellow more than of all our other children. 
And if we lay on a dying bed, our chief 
concern would be about the lad who was | 
unequal to the other children. ‘‘ Yes, I 
could die happy,” said a mother in part- 
ing with her little ones, ‘“‘ but for him 
that is blind.” 

DON’T YOU THINK THAT OUR HEAVENLY 
FATHER LIKES PERFECT CHILDREN ? 
Does not God wish us all to be com- 
plete in our spiritual organisation ? In 
physical life perfection is common. Most 
children are perfect ; but in spiritual life 
perfection is the exception! How few of 
God’s children are perfect! Must it not 


be a trouble to Him to see so many 
B 
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Christians who are short of something 
vital to their well-being ? Jesus Christ 
spoke the mind of God when He said, “Be 
ye therefore perfect, even as your Father 
which is in heaven ts perfect” (Matt. v. 48). 

Is not the want of perfection among 
so-called Christians one great drawback 
to missionary success? Do not the 
heathen see those whom they think are 
Christians because they bear the Christian 
name, sadly deficient in those moral 
qualities which go to make perfection? 
Have they not often the right to say, We 
fail to see that we should gain anything 
by becoming as you are? And to come 
nearer home, we cannot but feel that 
THE WANT OF COMPLETENESS IS AT THE 

BOTTOM OF A GREAT DEAL OF FAILURE 

in preachers and other Christian workers. 
We are not what St. James wished his 
friends to be, ‘‘ perfect and entire, wanting 
nothing” (James i. 4). 

Going past a tailor’s shop the other 
day, I saw a notice in the window, — 


| A PERFECT FIT GUARANTEED. | 


Now this was something calculated to 
draw customers. Everybody likes to 
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have his clothes fit him. What is more 
grievous than to have good cloth wasted 
by the man not knowing how to cut his 
material? Some of us have had our 
tempers sorely tried by seeing good stuff 
made up in an almost unwearable con- 
dition. But sometimes it is not the 
workman’s fault. Figure has something 
to do with fit. Garments look well on 
persons who are well-made. I think I 
have heard of mantle makers who had 
female assistants whose figure was the 
cause of their obtaining the situation. 
The customer saw the garment on the 
well-shaped girl, and bought it, forget- 
ting that what looked well on the young 
lady might not look as well on herself ! 
THE GARMENT OF SALVATION 

fits some men a great deal better than 
it does others. We are saved by grace, 
every one of us, but some of us are much 
less attractive in the sight of God and 
man than others. It does not fit ;—we 
say of the new garment, and yet it looked 
well in the shop! Yes, but it was not 
tried on at the shop! The fault is in the 
wearer, not in the article of dress. 

The Apostle Paul wished the Corin- 
thian Christians to be more attractive. 
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They were a contentious, quarrelling lot, 
so that we do not wonder he wrote them, 
‘‘ And this also we wish, even your 
perfection” (2 Cor. xiii. 9). In the same 
chapter, only a few verses further, we 
read the same thought, ‘‘ Be perfect” (2 
Cor. xiii. 11). He could see plainly 
enough that for want of fitting them 
nicely, that which Isaiah calls ‘‘ The robe 
of righteousness,” was of small reputation 
among the heathen dwellers in Corinth. 

Don’t you think, now, that if you and 
I were perfect in this sense, and our 
religious life fitted us more attractively, 
we should be of greater use to those who 
see us from day to day? The man who 
is not always true and perfectly upright 
in dealing with his customers, will not be 
so likely to win his assistants when at 
family worship, as he whom they know is 
righteous in all his ways. His prayer 
may not be so eloquent, but it will have 
power with man as well as God. 
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Carrying out the Plan. 





AN a thing be said to be perfect so 
long as the design is unfulfilled ? 
I think not; and you will agree with me 
that till the man who made the plan feels 
that his ideas are fully carried out, he has 
not had fair play. Architects do not 
‘‘pass” buildings unless the plan and 
specification are acted upon. I am told 
that St. Paul’s Cathedral is only part 
of Sir Christopher Wren’s idea; he 
would have rebuilt London in harmony 
with St. Paul’s. What a city it might 
have been, if only the people had risen 
to the idea ! 

One comfort in reading the picture of 
the city of God, as described in Revela- 
tion xxii., is that it is come down from 
Heaven finished. It is not to be tinkered 
at by human hands. The Almighty 
knows better than to entrust man with 
such materials ; he would scamp the work, 
and pocket as much of the gold and 
precious stones as could be grabbed. 

I take it that it is one of the difficulties 
of God that He cannot persuade even 
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His saints to follow out His plans. 
Jesus Christ lived in this world as well 
as died in it, and four men have written 
the story of that life in order to assist 
poor human nature to imitate the Christ ; 
but who dare say he has built according 
to plan? Christianity is superior to all 
other religions, because Jesus is the 
model. At thesame time, it is imperfect, 
inasmuch as the plan is only followed in 
part. Incompleteness has been the bane 
of the Christian Church. 

I was reminded of this the other day, 
while looking at a new church which has 
been built half a mile from my house. 
The neighbourhood is a new one—a very 
few cottages had been put up when the 
church was begun, but in a few years 
there will be a town all round that 
church; which will be in the middle 
of the parish. Very wisely, the projectors 
of the Church extension have built ac- 
cording to their means, and have satisfied 
themselves by putting up the chancel, 
which is a handsome structure; but the 
nave, or what is to be that, is a shell 
of brickwork, which could not have costa 
hundred pounds! Some day the people 
will have the money to complete nave 
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and transepts in harmony with the 
chancel. 

At present, however, it has a very 
mean and shabby appearance ; but it isa 
picture of the majority of Christians, 
for the design in them is incompletely 

carried out. The architect of that church 
‘4 would not like you to show a photograph 
ay of the place as it is, as a specimen of his 
___ work. He has the complete plan in 
his office, and would like to be judged by 
that. 

There are some words in Psalm 
Cxxxviii. which are very suggestive: 
‘* The Lord will perfect that which con- 
cerneth me. Thy mercy, O Lord, endureth 
Jor ever. Forsake not the works of Thine 
own hands.” Is not this just what we 
need? Is it not another way of saying, 
**Do not leave off building?” ‘‘ Carry 
out Thy designs. Make me as Thou 
would’st have me to be!” When that is 
the prayer of the soul, then it comes to ~ 
pass that human nature becomes perfect, 

.and Solomon’s temple is a picture of the 
Christian, for we read of it, ‘‘ So the 
house of the Lord was perfected.” + 

It is worth our while to enquire into 

the cause of this incompleteness. Per- 
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haps there are many causes, but in some 
cases it is with us as with the Christians 
in Galatia, who did not go on as they 
began. They checked the Holy Spirit,~p 
and went on according to their own ideas, | , 


or listened to human teachers, rather j* 
) 


than Divine; hence we find Paul reasoning ~- 
with them, ‘‘Are ye so foolish? Having 
begun in the Spirit, are ye now made 
perfect by the flesh ?” (Gal. iii. 2). 

What would have been the result if 
the builders of Westminster Abbey, after 
finishing the front in stone, had gone on 
with the rest in brick? You find it 
difficult to believe such a thing possible, 
and yet it is what the majority of 
Christians have done. We have not 
acted as we did in the days of our con- 
version. How decided we were then ; 
how resolute! We were determined to 
build on the rock; to spare no cost. It 
was a question of life or death. We 
could not afford to trim. Would to God 
we had gone on to perfection; that we 
had remained as much in earnest as we 
were when we began ! 

Is not teaching perfection the work of 
the Christian ministry, and would it not 
be a glorious thing if every preacher had 
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it before him when he was making his 
sermons? Then he could test his ideas 
and language and style by this standard : 
Is what I am about to say likely to help 
on to perfection? I take it this is what 
Paul had on his mind when he said, 
‘‘ Whom we preach, warning every man, 
and teaching every man in all wisdom; 
that we may present every man perfect in 
Christ Jesus”? (Col. i. 28). 
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Encouragements. 





OME persons will be ready to ask, 
Is it possible for me to be perfect ? 
Yes, in the sense spoken of in the Word 
of God; so much so that you shall be 
remarkable among other Christians. 
Goodness may be developed until per- 
fection is reached, but the man who is 
nearest perfection will say nothing in his 
own favour. Modesty and merit go hand 
in hand. The more Christlike a man 
becomes, the less he will think of him- 
self, and the more anxious he will be to 
‘* grow in grace.” Paul was perhaps one 
of the finest specimens of Christian 
perfection we have heard of, and he says 
of himself: ‘‘ Vot as though I had already 
attained, either were already perfect: but 
I follow after, if that I may apprehend 
that for which also I am apprehended of 
Christ Jesus.” . . Then there follows 
what may appear a contradiction, and 
yet it is perfectly natural, ‘‘ Let us there- 
fore, as many as are perfect, be thus 
minded” (Philippians iii. 12 and 15). 
The fact is, when a man is living 
near to God, he is conscious of his own 
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‘defects. In the comparison which he 
makes between himself and Divine per- 
fection, he sees how far off he is ; but, on 
the other hand, his conscience will remind 
him that he belongs to a class who are 
not common-place Christians. The or- 
dinary believer cannot be said to ‘‘ press 
toward the mark for the prize of the high 
calling of God in Christ Jesus” (Philip- 

“pians iii. 14). No, there is not the lofty 
ambition to be distinguished for Christ- 
likeness, or else Christianity would be 
respected more than it is. 

It is in the hope of encouraging some to 
imitate Paul that these words are written. 
If only Christians would strive after per- 
fection, they would find their usefulness 
increase, and their influence for good 
become extended. The Bible was given 
largely for this purpose: the biographies 
as well as the precepts of Scripture are 
written that we may be encouraged to see 
how anxious God is that we should be 
perfect. Paul told Timothy this: ‘* Ad 
Scripture is given by inspiration of God, 
and ts profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 
for correction, for instruction in righteous- 
ness : that the man of God may be ay *s 
(2 Timothy iii. 16-17). 
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Let us see, then, what the Bible has 
to say. Does it tell us of any who were 
perfect? Yes, there is Noah, of whom it 
was said, ‘‘ Voah was a just man, and 
perfect in his generations, and Noah 
walked with God” (Genesis vi. 9). It 
may be said of him that in the latter part 
of his life he gave way to intoxication. 
It may be that he was unconscious of the 
effects of the fruit of the vine, but even if 
he had become a drunkard in his old age, 
that says nothing against the time when 
his holiness was so conspicuous as to 
save him and his family from the destruc- 

_tion which came to the rest of the world. 

Of Job, it is also said, ‘‘ That man 


+: 
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was perfect” (Job i. 1). Even the Al- +- 


mighty Himself says more than once that 
he was ‘‘a perfect and an upright man.” 
And this in spite of the fact that Job was 
enormously wealthy. 

There is a contrast between two kings, 
both good men. Of Asa it is said: 
“ Asa’s heart was perfect with the Lord 
all his days” (1 Kings xv. 14). Of 
Amaziah it is said: ‘‘ And he did that 
which was right in the sight of the Lord, 
but not with a perfect heart” (2 Chroni- 


cles xxv. 2). One cannot help feeling 
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that we have a good few Amaziahs 
ruling families and businesses now-a- 
days, to say nothing of pulpits and 
schools. Is it not to people of this 
sort that our Lord writes, ‘‘ Be watchful, 
and strengthen the things which remain, 
that are ready to die; for I have not found 
thy works perfect before God’ (Rev. 
iii. 2). 

Our Lord in Matthew xix. 21 suggests 
the way to become perfect. Here was a 
man who was quite up to the average 
mark—modest, amiable, of good report 
—and yet who could not be perfect be- 
cause his money either offered temptation 
to luxury, or narrowed his charity. It 
was corroding conscience, as it so often 
does, so, said the Master, ‘‘ Zf thou wilt 
be perfect, go and sell all that thou hast 
and give to the poor.” 

Dear reader, if thou wishest after per- 
fection, bow before the Lord, and tell 
Him thy longings. He desires thy 
growth, and will point out the way, only 
see to it that thou goest not to ask 
counsel without thou art prepared to 
follow it, or verily thou, too, shalt go 
away sorrowful. 


WHAT IS 
THE 
HINDRANCE? 





What is the Hindrance ? 





AY I ask you, before going any 
further, 
DO YOU WISH TO BE PERFECT? 

If you do not desire perfection it is 
useless to read any further. You will 
not rise higher than your desires. The 
crux of the matter is just here. If you 
are satisfied with your present attain- 
ments, you may rely upon it that you 
will succeed in remaining a common- 
place and insignificant Christian. This 
will be the best you will accomplish. It 
is not unlikely that you may become a 
worse man, rather than a better. 

’ I do not see how you can consistently 
pray, ‘‘7Thy kingdom come, Thy will be: 
done.” It cannot be God’s will that you, 
remain as you are. The Kingdom of | 
God is not the highest force of your life ;.. 
some part of your being is under the 
dominion of evil, aud is counted by , 
Satan as his territory. There should be * 
no frontier in a Christian, : 

A PLACE WHERE GOD’S GOVERNMENT " 

CEASES, 
and where Satan’s begins ! Is it your will, © 
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or your purse, or your imagination, or 
your affections, which is not to be given up 
to the ruling of Jehovah ? Consider if it is 
worth your while to live the mutilated 
life you have done, or whether you should 
pray, as the writer of the epistle to the 
Hebrews did, ‘‘ Vow the God of peace— 
make you perfect in every good work to do 
His will, working in you that which is 
well pleasing in His sight ?’’ Is it not 
better that your conduct and life’s work 
should please God rather than the Prince 
of Darkness ? 

If, on the other hand, you do wish to 
be perfect, get your Bible and study 
closely what the Word of God teaches on 
this subject. You will not read long 
before you will find that before Jesus 
Christ came there were those whom the 
Bible calls perfect, and your conscience 
will say, If men could live like Enoch 
and others when they had no Bible and 
no model like Jesus, how ought I to 
live ? 

Read carefully the life of Hezekiah, 
and note how devoted he was to the 
interests of Jehovah; how he did not 
wait to be led by the ministers, but how 
he became an example and leader to 
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them. When you have read the story, 
you will understand how he could say in 
his prayer, ‘‘ Remember now, O Lord, I 
beseech Thee, how I have walked before 
Thee in truth, and with a perfect heart” 
(Isaiah xxxviii. 3). 

Listen to what David purposed, ‘‘ Z 
will behave myself wisely in a perfect 
way; Iwill walk within my house with a 
perfect heart.’ Of course this cannot be 
done in your own strength, but there is 
the experience of David, ‘‘ Zt 7s God that 
girdeth me with strength, and maketh my 
way perfect” (Psalm xviii. 32). 

One of St. Paul’s friends, he tells the 
Christians of Colosse, prayed with great 
earnestness for this perfection, ‘‘ Epaphras 
who is one of you, a servant of Christ, 
saluteth you, always labouring fervently 
for you in prayers, that ye may stand 
perfect and complete in all the will of 
God” (Colossians iv. 12). 

Let me ask you to consider the effect 
of your becoming what Epaphras prayed 
that his friends at Colosse might become, 

PERFECT AND COMPLETE 
in all the will of God. Ought you to be 
satisfied with anything short of this? 
Would you not be a standing proof of 
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the power of God to elevate and enrich 
the character of men? Would there be 
many sermons preached as effective as 
your life would be! It has been said. 
that ‘‘ when a man’s sermon is a godly 
life, he never preaches too long.” 
Who would ever be tired of such 
preaching ? 

Will you further consider whether it 
is possible for any combination of evil 
workers, either earthly or devilish, to 
prevent perfection becoming the rule and 
order of your life, so long as you are 
willing? To admit that men, or wicked 
spirits, could prevent the will of God 
becoming the law of your life, is to make 
them of greater power than Jehovah. 
Let us not forget what was said to 
Abram, ‘‘Z am the Almighty God, walk 
before Me, and be thou perfect” (Genesis 
xvii. 1). So that it comes to this, if we 
are not perfect, it is because 

OUR WILL OPPOSES ITSELF TO THE 

WILL OF GOD. 
Let us take the responsibility on our- 
selves, and confess that the mutilated, 
unfinished, incomplete Christians are thus 
imperfect because they are not willing 
that God should have His own way, and 
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secure representatives who should add 
lustre to His reign and glory to His 
Name. 
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A Lofty Ideal. 


\ X JE hear people say how tired they 
are of so-called Perfect people. 
Is it any wonder? Because it is not 
those who profess perfection who are the 
best kind of Christians, and why? 
BECAUSE THEY HAVE A LOW IDEAL. 





I see some who put pictures on their 
walls because they painted them them- 
selves. It is a question if they would 
have put those pictures where they 
are if anyone else had painted them. 
We are naturally charitable to our own 
productions. These men are conscious 
of having greatly improved in the kind 
of work they turn out. When they began 
they were far short of what they are now, 
and because of the improvement they are 
content. 

It is very likely that Paul had some 
such people in his mind when he wrote 
the words, ‘‘ Zhey, measuring themselves 
by themselves, and comparing themselves 
among themselves, are not wise” (2 Cor. 
x. 12). They are conscious that they 
have grown since their conversion, and, 
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looking back, they congratulate them- 
selves ; like the lad who, comparing the 
last page in his copybook with the first, 
chuckles with delight. That is all very 
well, but would it not help him to work 
harder, if he looked at the top line, 
and compared his work with the pattern 
he has to imitate. 

CHRIST HAS GIVEN US THE IDEAL LIFE; 
that is the pattern we have to follow. 
Humility is the atmosphere of growth. 
He who is proud, or even content with 
himself, has reached his own ideal of 
perfection ; not the Bible ideal, or what 
other people have a right to expect in 
him. A man will not strive to grow 
above his ideal. If we could persuade 
Christians to set the Lord Jesus before 
them as their example, we should soon 
see a difference in the respect worldlings 
would pay to the Church of God ; but so 
long as men are the heroes, or past 
attainments the standard, we shall have 
doctrines above conduct, whereas the 
actions of our lives should be the illustra- 
tion of our creed. 

If we follow the pattern the Lord 
Jesus has left us, we shall find that Per- 
fection will become an accomplished fact. 
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Possibly one reason why our Saviour 
lived among us was that we might profit 
by imitation. St. Peter’s words here are 
very suggestive, ‘‘ Leaving us an example 
that ye should follow His steps” (1 Peter ii. 
21). The word example means. the 
writing of the master which the scholar 
had to copy, or the letters of the Greek 
alphabet under which the pupil had to 
make copies, so as to learn how to form 
the letters. 

The life of Jesus is the top line which 
we must imitate if we would be perfect. + 

I once heard Samuel Coley say : 

“We are like boys learning to write ; 
**the second line we look at the master’s 
‘* writing, and so the next line, but before 
‘we get to the bottom of the page we 
**look at line five or six. No wonder 
**that we fail: we are net imitating the 
‘* master, but ourselves !”’ 

Our own conduct is not the ideal we 
require ; we must have a loftier model, 
even that-of the man Christ Jesus. If 
we ask ourselves the question, What 
would Jesus do if He were placed in the 
circumstances I am placed in? we shall 
find help. Here is the high ideal which 
will assist us to do things which are 
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noble and unselfish. The imitation of 
Jesus is the pathway to Perfection. 

Do you remember that after Jesus had 
washed the feet of His disciples, He said, 
‘‘ For I have given you an example, that 
ye should do as I have done to you” 
(John xiii. 15). St. Paul, following on 
the same track, writes, ‘‘ Let this mind 
be in you which was also in Christ Jesus” 
(Phil. ii. 5). Is not this Christ-likeness 
what is needed? Could the world stand 
before it? Shall we not strive to attain 
to it? What is the hindrance? Here is 
what God desires to see in us, and what 
we in our best moments desire ourselves. 
Why not? 

When we compare our love of self- 
indulgence and other ways of self-pleasing 
with the conduct of the Lord Jesus, we 
see how far we are from reaching the 
standard; but perhaps it is so because 
we have not reckoned on His ability and 
willingness to assist us to crucify self, 
and to give ourselves more and more to 
the carrying out of the wishes of God. 

We remember that Jesus said some- 
thing about its being His meat and drink 
to do the will of His Father, not only 
necessary to His well-being, but to His 
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comfort. As if He would say to us, I 
should as soon think of going without 
food as of crossing My Father’s will; I 
should feel the cravings of hunger if 
I left my duty undone! Does not this 
throw light on the beatitude, ‘‘ Blessed 
are they which do hunger and thirst after 
righteousness, for they shall be filled” 
(Matthew v. 6). We shall never succeed 
in becoming perfect until we realise the 
satisfaction which comes to those who 
put the will of God first, as Christ did. 
Here is our ideal. 
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The Help of the Spirit. 





HOEVER would be perfect must }: 
seek help outside himself. 
Human nature, at the best, is lame el 
impotent, but it is possible to obtain 
Divine assistance. We may have the 
bias of life changed, and, to use the words 
of St. Paul, may ‘walk not after the 
flesh, but after the Spirit” (Rom. viii. 
1). A crab-tree cannot produce sweet 
apples, however strong a tree it is, or 
however good the sort, and however 
suitable the season; but it can be grafted, 
and then, the same stock which produced 
bitter and sour, shall produce sweet and 
mellow fruit. And in like manner we 
may be delivered from the power of evil 
appetite and habit. 

“* They that are after the flesh do mind 
the things of the flesh, but they that are 
after the Spirit, the things of the Spirit” 
(Romans viii. 5). Do you want to know 
what these things are? Read Galatians v. 
19-23. Now, having read those words, let 
me ask, Which do you prefer? I don’t 
mean in theory, but in practice. What 
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do you seek after most? Before God, 
now, be honest. 

DO YOU DESIRE TO BEAR THE FRUITS 

OF THE SPIRIT? 

Is ‘‘love, joy, peace, long-suffering, 
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, 
temperance” the desire of your heart? | / 
or are you a lover of self, ambitious, | — 
greedy, self-indulgent, envious, or proud? 
Most likely your conscience will tell you 
that your desires are mixed—you often 
wish to be perfect, but you have to grieve 
that in so many cases you have showna [4 
desire for the works of the flesh. 

The majority of Christians are like a 
tree I once saw, which had two sorts of 
fruit on ; every branch of the wild tree 
had not been removed, and the old 
nature was very strong, and made itself 
manifest. While crabs and apples grow 
on the same tree it cannot be called 
perfect. 

The gardener can do as he likes. It 
is only for him to will, and he can do; so 
with knife or saw he can remove the 
branch that bears the sour fruit. 

But the Heavenly Husbandman can- 
not do always as He would like. Our 
Lord, in the beautiful allegory of the 
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vine and the branches, teaches us the 
willingness of His Father to improve us, 
but our experience reminds us how we 
have checked Him, and how unwilling 
we have been to lose that which has 
prevented the growth of perfect fruit. 
When our Lord told Peter, ‘‘ Zf Z wash 
thee not thou hast no part with Me,’ (John 
xiii. 8) the Apostle became willing to 
allow his Master to rule, and it would be 
well for us if we allowed the Husband- 
man to use the knife. 

There is a promise made to the ancient 
people of God, but none the less the 
property of the believer in Christ Jesus, 
“T will put My Spirit within you, and 
cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye 
shall keep my judgments and do them” 


(Ezekiel xxxvi. 27). Now, are you will” 


ing to receive the Spirit, and to allow 
Him to rule your life without check or 
opposition? because, if you are, perfec- 
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tion becomes possible. To deny this is |. 


to crown Satan as Lord of the soul. 


Here are some Scriptures which I want | 


you to read: Proverbs i. 23, Isaiah xliv. 
3, lix. 21, Joel ii. 28-29, Luke xi. 13, 
Romans viii. 11, Galatians v. 5, 2 Thes- 
salonians ii. 13. Read these, and then 
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ask, Why should not I be an illustration 
of the power of the Spirit of God to 
refine and perfect the life I live in the 
world? Would St. Peter have prayed 
for his friends as he did if he had not 
thought the thing possible? Read his 
words, ‘* Zhe God of all grace, who hath 
called us unto His eternal glory by Christ 
Jesus, after that ye have suffered awhile, 
make you perfect” (1 Peter v. 10). 
Talking with a friend of mine, a great 
fruit grower, I asked him what success 
he had had this year? ‘‘Oh, that dry 
time that came just after the blossom 
hindered the perfection of the fruit. 
Something seemed to check the flow of 
the sap, so that we had not such fine 
plums as we had the year before.” And 
is it not so with us? Have we not 
allowed the love of gain or pleasure to 
check the flow of the sap which would have 
brought us to perfection? It would be 
well to make the prayer of the writer to 
the Hebrews our own, by changing the 
pronouns, ‘‘ Vow the God of peace that 
brought again from the dead our Lord 
Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, 
through the blood of the everlasting cove- 
nant, make ME perfect in every good work 
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Perfection a matter of Growth. 





NE mistake which we may make is 
() impatience with ourselves in our 
struggles for perfection. We do not suc- 
ceed as we expected to do. We are 
disappointed with the results; for though 
we have striven, we have not reached the 
degree of excellence we covet. What is 
the reason? Is it lack of faith? That 
does not follow ; for while it is true that 
the highest step is as much dependent on 
faith as the lowest, we may not lack trust 
but time. Perfection is not a question 
ofa moment. It is a growth, nota leap. 
Mushrooms may become perfect in a day, 
but not corn. The Master tells us that 
the kingdom of heaven is pictured in the 
growing wheat; ‘‘jirst the blade, then 
the ear, then the full corn in the ear” 
(Mark iv. 28). It may be a _ perfect 
blade, but the plant must still grow before 
it is ready for the sickle. 

Another cause of disappointment is 
the fuller realization of what is re- 
quired. What the child thinks is per- 
fection will not satisfy the man. The 
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lad who has gone to the drawing-school 
with a high opinion of his own merits, 
and with the hope of soon gaining the 
first place, is tempted to despair a year 
or two afterwards, when he better under- 
stands what is really deserving of praise. 
A year ago he would have been well- 
contented with the picture which he has 
just finished, but which is now far from 
pleasing to him. He can see faults in 
work now, which a little while ago he 
would have been proud of. The master 
sees his discontent with delight. If the 
' pupil had been full of conceit at what he — 
had achieved, the teacher would have ’ 
despaired of his continuing to strive, but 
now that he is displeased with the result, 
there is hope of perfection. 

SELF-COMPLACENCY IS NO MARK OF 

PERFECTION. 

We all know those who have a bump- 
tious piety. These men are never quoted 
as patterns of perfection. Modesty is one 
sign of merit. Some of the best people 
we know have at times been crushed bya 
sense of their own deficiency, and while 
those who knew them best used to look 
upon them as models they at times loathed 
themselves. The late David Hill was 


Perfection a matter of Growth. 63 


one of the most saintly men of his time. 
Everyone who knew him felt that he was 
one of those whom the God of Job would 
have called perfect—a man who feared 
God and eschewed evil—yet those who 
knew him intimately are aware that he 
was anything but self-complacent, and 
continually felt how much he came short 
of the mark. 

Let me encourage you, my friend, to 
press on; the ear is not the full corn in 
the ear, though it be a perfect ear which 
grew out of a perfect blade. There could 


‘be no full corn if the ear were not ready 


for it. Thank God and take courage. 


‘“ He which hath begun a good work in 


you will perform it” (Philippians i. 6). 
No one shall say of Jesus, ‘‘ This man 
began to build and was not able to 
finish.” The walls are not ready for the 
roof ; much has to be done before that, 
but all that has been done has passed the 
Architect, and will be paid for as perfect 
work. 

We must not give way to gloomy 
thoughts. We have to do with one who 
appreciates us as only a Father can do. 
He does not expect His children to be- 
come men as soon as they are born. He 
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rejoices in the perfection of childhood as 
the path to perfect manhood. He does 
not expect the boy at school to master the 
problems which await him at Cambridge, 
but he knows that the arithmetic prepares 
the way for Euclid, and that he who can 
work Proportion perfectly, is on his way 
to perfection in Mathematics. Let us 
cheer up; we have to do with One who 
loves us so much that He watches our 
every step with delight, and who sees 
the perfect man growing out of the lad 
who was but yesterday a babe in arms, 
yet who had perfect limbs and senses 
though he was weak and helpless. 
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The Power of Affection. 





HIS is a branch of the subject we. 
have not yet dealt with, but per- 

haps it is one of the most important. 
The power of affection to rule the heart 
and life it is difficult to exaggerate. We 
know what pure love does for the young 
people. Let a man have the flame of 
true affection burning in his heart, and 
the is steeled against the attacks of 
passion and the power of the strange 
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woman. And in like manner those who |” 


easily led astray. 

It is no new doctrine. When Jesus 
asked the man learned in the law, ‘‘ How 
readest thou?” he replied, ‘‘ Zhou shalt 
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
strength, and with all thy mind, and thy 
neighbour as thyself’’ (Luke x. 27). He 
was quoting from the law of Moses. It 
is true that the Jew found this more diffi- 
cult than the Christian does, for he knew 
not the story of the cross. We who are 
acquainted with the way God shewed His 
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affection for the human race can love 
as the children of Abraham could not. 

St. John tells us ‘‘ Perfect love casteth 
out fear” (1 John iv. 18). The perfect 
can, from blessed experience, testify that 
this affection forbids the approach of sin. 
As we love God we love righteousness. 
This affection makes us to become more 
like Him we love. Once we did not 
know how much God cared for us, but 
He has revealed His love for us, and we 
love Him in return. Those are bold 
words of St. John’s, and yet some of the 
saints know them to be true. ‘‘As He zs, 
so are we in this world.” How does this 
come about? Well, this is one of the - 
fruits of faith, ‘‘ We have known and be- 
lieved the love that God hath to us,” and 
‘¢ Herein is our love made perfect” (1 
John iv. 16-19). 

Every true man or woman hates the 
coquette. How much more must God 
despise coquetry in religion. But it is 
this desire to obtain the admiration and 
the gifts of the world while we are the 
professed lovers of God, which brings so 
many Christians into temptation and 
peril. In the Old Testament we find the 


Lord often using this figure of speech, . - 


The Power of Affection. 69 


and complaining of the many lovers 
Israel went after to her loss and ruin. 
Let us read such Scriptures as Hosea ii., 
remembering that we are in the same 
peril, and that if we would keep the 
affection of God we must have an un- 
divided heart. That is a good prayer, 
““Unite my heart to fear Thy name” 
(Psalm Ixxxvi. 11). 

Would you, dear reader, come into 
this perfection of affection? Live near to 
God. Be often alone with Him. He 
reveals Himself in His word. The power 
of Holy Scripture to refine and sanctify 
the believer is only known to those whose 
delight is in the law of the Lord. ‘‘ Zhe 
law of the Lord ts perfect, converting the 
soul” (Psalm xix. 7), or as our Lord 
prayed, ‘‘ Sanctify them through Thy 
truth; Thy word ts truth” (John xvii. 
17). We may use familiar illustrations 
to explain this (and here we shall be on 
Divine lines), we all know how inter- 
course with the object of our affections, 
and letters always strengthen the love we 
feel. Some of us have carried letters 
from our lovers till they have dropped to 
pieces with frequent reading, and the 
man who wears out his Bible with secret 
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reading will prove that he is one of the 
elect ! 

Perhaps this desire to be in the com- 
pany of God can be best helped by the 
right use of the Lord’s Supper. Those 
who desire perfection should reverently 
but lovingly draw near to the table of the 
Lord. We shall find that Jesus makes 
Himself known to those who thus re- 
member the wish, and adoringly ponder 
the story of His passion, while they eat 
the bread and drink the wine which shew 
forth the Lord’s death till He come. 

It is this true-hearted affection for our 
Lord which will make earthly duties 
easy. We cannot love God and hate 
men. We cannot rejoice in the forgive- 
ness of our sins without wishing to forgive 
those who have injured us. Let him 
who desires to be perfect in the perform- 
ance of his earthly duties know more and 
more of the heart of God. There is 
nothing more practicable than perfection. 
We cannot neglect duty and enjoy perfect 
love. St. John is as practical as St. 
James. Listen to his plain words, ‘‘2fa 
man say, I love God, and hateth his 
brother, he ts a liar; for he that loveth not 
Ats brother whom he hath seen, how can he 
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love God whom he hath not seen? And 
this commandment have we from Him 


that he who loveth God love his brother 
also” (1 John iv. 20-21). 
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Perils. 





T is a terrible indictment against poor 
I human nature that we cannot coun- 
sel one another to aim at perfection 
without pointing out that danger goes 
with development, and that even sanctity 
is not security. The wicked one is never 
driven far off. He waits on us, and if he 
cannot lull us into selfishness, he will try 
to lead us into self-sufficiency. One of 
the dangers to which the perfect man is 
exposed is pride. We do well to pray, 
‘* Keep back Thy servant also from pre- 
sumptuous sins. Let them not have 
dominion over me” (Psalm xix. 13). 
When presumption reigns, pride makes 
itself a place in the heart. 

Was not this so with Job? Was not 
this perfect man placed in peril by pride? 
As we listen to the questions which his 
Creator asks him, we feel that it is a 
proud man who is being brought back 
to humility, and we begin to see how it 
is that the sufferer never yields to his 
friends when they accuse him. It is 
quite true that they were in fault; at the 
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same time if the patriarch had said just 
once, ‘‘I am a frail man, and liable to 
fall; pray that I may be kept from sin,” 
we should have liked him better. 

It is more than likely that the man 
who is conscious of improvement may be 
tempted to vain-glory, and that knowing 
that he has power with God in prayer, 
and strength to overcome temptation, he 
may be led to make high profession. He 
may do this with the best of motives; 
seeking only the glory of God, he may 
testify of the victory of grace, and the 
way he has conquered sin. But he is 
in danger then. Let us live high, and 
talk low. Professing little, let us possess 
much. 

That master in Israel, Dr. W. B. 
Pope, was wont to say, ‘‘If a man is 
perfect, that fact can be known to God 
only, and it is not for that man to be a 
boaster.”” This is a true witness. Per- 
fection can be known only to Him who 
weighs motives, and is better acquainted 
with the human heart than any man can 
be. We shall do well, in our moments 
of supremest delight in the perfect will of 
God, to be lowly of heart, and to speak 
little of our own performances. 


Perils. 77 


If we are perfect it is sure to be seen 
of others, very likely before it is known 
to ourselves. Violets are sometimes 
found out by their perfume, though hid- 
den by other and less lovely things, and 
the fragrance of holiness will make itself 
known to all who are near by, without ad- 
vertisement. We cannot be self-conscious 
without danger, and it is easy by over- 
profession to make ourselves obnoxious 
and our creed repulsive. Modesty adds 
a charm to excellence, and sanctity will 
never be mistaken for sanctimoniousness 
while we are silent as to our attainments. 

The cure for self-sufficiency is the 
study of God’s character and attributes. 
The more men know of God the less they 
will think of themselves. Those words 
of Job are full of instruction for us, ‘‘Z 
have heard of Thee by the hearing of the 
ear, but now mine eye seeth Thee. Where- 
fore I abhor myself and repent in dust 
and ashes” (Job xlii. 5-6). Let us think 
more and more of the Divine, and we 
shall kill pride, as in the presence of our 
Lord we know ourselves. 

Another peril is that of becoming 

CENSORIOUS. 
Perhaps nothing has prejudiced men 
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against perfection more than the fault- 
finding of those who have made high 
profession. How objectionable it is to 
hear some of these people. They have 
not a good word for anyone who followeth 
not with them. Their Shibboleth is the 
only one that is genuine, and they are 
fiercely intolerant of those who dare to 
differ from them. All this comes of 
ignorance and self-importance, and we 
are often led to wish that these who think 
so little of others did but know their 
Bible better. If ever we find ourselves 
tempted to think other than soberly about 
ourselves, let us ponder the words of St. 
Paul, ‘‘ Let nothing be done through strife 
or vain glory, but in lowliness of mind let 
each esteem other better than themselves” 
(Philippians ii. 3). 

Humility is honoured because it is 
honourable. We cannot but esteem those 
who are lowly in heart. There is one 
thing in which the most Christlike are 
conspicuous, that is in their gentleness 
in dealing with those who in social rank 
are beneath them. The Pharisees are 
mentioned in the fifteenth of Luke, but 
we are not told that the publicans and 
sinners drew near unto them. It was the 
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perfect Saviour the wicked and depraved 
sought after, and He was known to be 
meek and lowly. If we would attract and 
lead to higher things those who are far 
off from God, it will not be by high pro- 
fession or cold censure, but by living 
grace and sweet humility. 
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Conclusion. 


HERE are two or three things I 
want to say in bringing these 
talks to an end, and the first of them 
is this, 
WE HAVE BUT ONE LIFETIME ON THE ¢ 
EARTH. 
Let us live it as perfectly as possible. 4 
How often we hear people say, If only I 
could live my life over again! But that 
is impossible. However, we have the 
rest of our life in our own hands. We 
can do as we choose with it. We are 
like people who have been weaving, and 
hitherto we have not been as careful 
as we might have been ; when the thread 
of the weft has broken, we have not 
repaired the damage at once, and so 
there is a blemish in the piece. Then 
we have not always put the best weft in 
the shuttle, and so some parts of the 
cloth will be unequal in value to the rest. 
But we may promise God to do better, 
and in future use the best weft. 
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Shall we do so? Shall we for the 
future, in the strength of grace, weave 
the web of life as well as it is possible? 
We ought todo so. There is no second 
opinion upon this. Our duty is to be the 
best men possible: and we cannot do 
otherwise without wronging God and 
ourselves. I say it with reverence, but 
with certainty, God cannot do with our 
conduct as a manufacturer can do with ill- 
woven cloth ; he may keep it out of the 
market, and put up with the loss, pre- 
ferring to do so rather than to lower his 
good name by selling that which is 
inferior, and which, if sold, must do him 
discredit. 

God cannot do this. People judge 
Him by His people. If we are imperfect 
the Kingdom of Heaven has to suffer 
for it, and there is no help for it. 
Christianity is only able to obtain the 
price it is worth, Christ will always be 
on demand, but Christians may not be, if 
they are not like Christ. Again I press 
the question, Shall we be all we might 
be? Wecannot come back and live in 
the world again, and our life now must 
either be to the credit of God or to His 
certain loss. 


Conclusion. 85 


The second thing I want to say is 
this : 

OUR FEEBLENESS IS NO REASON WHY 
WE SHOULD NOT BECOME PERFECT. 
No one knows better than the God of the 
Bible how weak and imperfect we are. 
Here are some words we do well to con- 
sider. Let us either follow the teaching 
or put our pen through it, and say, that 
is useless to me. Look, then, at these 
encouraging, helpful words: ‘‘ Adle to 
keep you from falling, and to present you 
faultless before the presence of His glory 
with exceeding joy” (Jude 24). I say, 
Let us either accept these words or blot 
them out of our Bibles. They are not 
lonely words; there are others like to them. 
Here are some: ‘‘ Zhat we should be holy 
and without blame before Him” (Ephe- 
sians i. 4). Think what these words 
mean. Not merely that we should be of 
good repute before men, but before Him! 
“*To present you holy and unblamable and 
unreprovable in His sight” (Colossians 

i, 22). 
One more word on this subject. 
WE SHALL GRIEVE OUR LORD SO LONG 
AS WE ARE IMPERFECT. 
Jesus Christ did not come into this world 
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and lay down His life merely to save us 
from hell, but that we might be some- 
thing He could delight Himself in. The 
Church is the Bride of Christ, Do you 
think that He is content that she who is 
to be married to Him should care for 
others and neglect Him in order to win 
the smiles or gifts of those who hate her 


Spouse? Is it not too true of us that we 
have preferred other lovers at times? 


Can this be right or even wise? What 
have we gained by it? 

Let us look at those wonderful words 
of St. Paul, where he puts the truth so 
plainly as to the purpose of Jesus in 
loving us: ‘‘ That He might present it to 
Himself a glorious church, not having spot, 
or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it 
should be holy and without blemish” 
(Ephesians v. 27). 

Shall we not, here and now, determine 
that henceforth God shall have His own 
way, and that we, loving Him with our 
whole heart, shall prove our affection by 
carrying out His wishes and keeping 
His laws? And this we will do by the 
strength which He has said He will 
bestow, and because of this we will pray : 
‘*CLEANSE THE THOUGHTS OF OUR 
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HEARTS BY THE INSPIRATION OF THY 
Ho ty SPIRIT, THAT WE MAY PERFECTLY 
LOVE THEE, AND WORTHILY MAGNIFY 
THY HOLY NAME, THROUGH CHRIST OUR 
Lorp. AMEN.” * 
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Is. 6d. 


Helps for Holy Days. Intended for the use 
of those who cannot go to Divine Service, 
Cloth, rs. 6d. 


Joyful News Birthday Book. A pointed and 
original saying for each day of the year. Con- 
tains the autographs of Rev. T. and Mrs. 
Champness. Cloth, 1s.; gilt edges, 1s. 6d.; 
paste grain, gilt edges, 2s. 6d. 





” od terms ie te~ 
. SB es Geter Ki 





Oe are, 
P92 owe 





——— 


AANA wt 
THT iit i 4 ; 
ATH | ANH Hil 
AAA AHA ANH 
i | MA HIT 
TTA AH ATA 
i HH : il} ' Hi 
He TTA 
HATHTHTATHUHTHHAHHHAA aH aTHUaTTTa RT i 
HH} : MN Ht WAT 
i il HH HH Hi 
ny Hil} WH 

MUTT ELH 

Hi HT HAIAT 

: Mi i} Ht HAI t HHH ih 
WE H UH 

4 ie 


Hil 


AAA 
il HT Hu! 
WHI PHATE Hi 

THT 
NAAT 
i Wi} Hay it] 
i i} ii] iit | i 
hl TEE 
HE HY iI 

| HT | Hit 
ii] IWATE } 
WA Hi }! ii 
































= = — 
—— ———— 
= 


2 SSS TE 
ee 





————— SSS 
































Hi 

















===: 











Wh HH 


i 
, i 





f 
7 anh 


' 


“ a 
Mt 1 
i, 
i 





SSS 





